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Amber s mother has 4 message on death
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Btaft Photo by MIKE O'BRIEN
an Calistro srvemng says her one-year-oid son Toby helped har deal with her daughler Amber's
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Sta¥ Reporter . . THE -
SHELTON — The acene m a trln-

Quil one. Patll Calistro Stiewing saton - MNlm

her couch and nursed her 1-year-okd son, . LINE - -

Toby, for a few minules before putting "

him on the floor. Outside the cottage, the
Housatonic River lolled by, the sun shone
and a soft breeze flicked through the sur-
rounding trees.

On the lable, however, lay a black
notebook containing pictures which de-
stroyed any illusion of peace. They
showed 8 young girt fighting for her Me .

A huge, bloodred tumor had grown on -
the right side of her head.

There was one photo at ‘the end of
the collection particularly graphic. it
presented the body of the girl, pale and
wrapped.ir hlankets, lying in the back of
the family station wagon on the way to
the hospital lo be officially declared
dead. .
"People are afraid (o face the reahs
tic parts of life,” Stiewing said as she
pointed ou! the photos. Not her. The Los
Angeles native took the pictures in 1980
as her daughter, Amber, struggied
against carcer and lost.

This August, Stiewing expects to go
one step further. She is working on a de-
tailed account of Amber's 15-month bat-
tie with the disease. Some of the pictures .
will be included in the book, along with
porhons of a journal Stiewing kept.

“While the whole thing was happen- <,
ing, | had this book in mind," she said. ;’
Work bega) slowly, but has picked up

i

speed. A plisher has been contacted. *
Elisabeth K| -Ross, & recognized
“world au on decth lnd dymg is
providing nce. -
The ® a major bmk from ke

Stiewing's past. She is actually a graphic
artist. To money on babysitting for
Toby, she her husband, Gary, & ship-
builder, w on ditterent days of lhe .
week.

When she is home she wnbs How-
ever, the baok is not a way 10 redirect
her emotiors Stiewing no longer cries.
She did thal while Amber sutfered and
atter the 4%-year-old died And the slim,

R

outgoing woman with shorl, brunette hait

cried again when she played some of the

50 tapes made during Amber’'s tinal days.
The tears have stopped. Now, lheva is

’ Iust determination left.

“There are politics involved in cancer.
Doctors and scientists are fighting. And

. people are dying while they argue. With -
". my last breath, I'm going to try 1o stop .
that from happening,” Stiewing said firm-- -~

’ She was involved with those disputes

- from the first. Concerned that the chemo-

therapy and radiation treatments were
not helping her daughter, Stiewing ook
Amber to the Grand Bahamas to partici-
pate in & controversial, and ultimately .

:“There are politics in- -

volved in cancer. Doc-
tors and scientists are

~fighting. And people

are dying while they
argue. With my last

breath, 'm going to -

try to stop that from
happening.”*" % . ..

mwoeosﬂu' cancer freatment ptogum
available there.

“ There are other reasons for the book,
foo. Stiewing, 28, would like to create a
program for children about life and death’
based on Amber's experience. She is al
ready facilitator for the New Haven-area
section of Compassionate Friends, a sup-

" port group for bereaved families.
She has a message for them that per-

" her feelings.

FAMILY& LEISURE ... =

NVYN\B."DOI is wonderful,”
-Stiewing said. “Lite is wonderful, too, but

don't be afraid tc leave kfe.”

Finally, she wants o create a founda-
tion from any money she receives from
book sales to assist people with prob-
fems. Stiewing envisions aftruistic
projects 1o help relieve worid suffering.

For 15 months, she leamed how the
desperate people of this world feel. Only
at the end was there any ralief. At
Amber's death, | felt warmth, peace and
ioy.dl knew God was !here. Smwm
88 ;

She fried to lovout by working
ous projects. Frustrated by a lack of suc-

. cess in Milford, Stiewing and her hus-

band, Gary, moved to Shelton with hig
son, Todd, now 7. “Todd’s presence sort

.- of reminded me of what | had," she said.

Toby's birth heiped change some of
“It was a wonderlul experi-
ence fo mother again,” Stiewing said.
"All of my motherly energy was stopped

* “When l was pregnant, | began to
grieve again,” Stiewing said. ‘| worked
through it.”

She had to. inhorﬁnyhome—Toby
could crawl from one end lo ancther in
just a few moments — there's no choice.
Reminders of Amber are everywhere.

On one wall, there is a large black ink
drawing of Amber. Her unused ballet toe
shoes lie in 8 box against another wall.
And there are hundreds of letters and
~cards from people who heard about

:-Amber and wanted to-help or cormole. -
¥ There Is even a little Nint of Amber *
“shersel!. Although the body was cremated

. and the ashes scattered along the Long

sland Sound, Stiewing retained a lew

; bits for hersef.
.= And there are the lapes, mbumcl
and, of course, the photos. ¥

" They are far more than relics from the
pasi. They are reminders, goading Stiew-
ing 10 take her message lo the world.

Only then, only when thal mission is

completed will Amber — or her mother
-— really be at rest.
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